HMS contract, 1-20-06 

1/20/06 5:52:01 AM Pacific Standard Time 
PATOZDRM 

PATOZDRM 


January 20, 2006 


Mr. Lindon Anderson, President 
HMS Agricultural Corporation 
46-247 Arabia St. 

Indio, Ca 92202 


Dear Linden, 

Thanks again for coming by our farm last week (1/13/06) and discussing the 
special problems of our little operation. 

| have discussed your proposals with my wife, Debbie, and our palmero and 
partner, Daniel Paniagua, and we have reached agreement on some issues and left others 
open for further discussion. 

A. Contract, 2/1/06 through 1/31/07 

This is to confirm our decision to contract with you for the calendar year beginning 
February 1, for the basic fee of $250 a month. (Thanks for offering the option of a 25% 
fee for special and limited projects. We do assume most of the work will be this spring. 
But we do want year-round services). 

B. List of projects for February, 2006: 

1. Work modifying the stem pipe at the corner of the Velasquez/Paniagua 
property (expertise and shovel work). 

2. Clearing brush, western end of ranch: chain saw (mesquite), machete/ 
pruning shears (bamboo, brush); shredder. 

3. Backhoe: bamboo roots (mesquite? roads?) 

4. Palmeros of HMS: clean and tie shoots, prepare for planting; remove 
air shoots and unwanted shoots (entire ranch). 

C. Daniel Paniagua is the present palmero and partner in Pato’s Dream Date 
Gardens. We continue to discuss options with him and the HMS palmeros as to what 
work he wants and under what conditions. Thank you for offering us the option of a 
flexible schedule, as his time here often does not meet the standard show-up times. 
Debbie and | are in favor of him being under the HMS contract, and extending any special 
benefits to the other palmeros who would help him and /or replace him in future work. 

D. Projects for March: Land preparation, borders, basins, roads, west end of 
ranch. 

E. Fertilizer? (Must be certified organic, with confirming paper work). (Bags?) 

F. Post Harvest: | was disappointed when you demurred when | asked about 
options for getting the harvest sorted and packed. I’m sure | will continue to try to pick 
your brain on how to manage the farm. 


All best wishses for 2006. | really look forward to working with you and your 
team. Sincerely, 
Doug Adair, Pato’s Dream Date Gardens, Thermal, Calif 
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